
BAPTISM
Who can baptize?
What does it imply?

When Shall We Baptize? The test of discipleship is not brought to bear
as closely as it should be upon those who present themselves for
baptism. It should be understood whether those who profess to be
converted are simply taking the name of Seventh - day Adventist, or
whether they are taking their stand on the Lord's side, to come out of the
world and be separate and touch not the unclean thing. When they give
evidence that they fully understand their position, they are to be
accepted. But when they show that they are following the customs and
fashions and sentiments of the world, they are to be faithfully dealt with.
If they feel no burden to change their course of action, they should not be
accepted as members of the church. The Lord wants those who
compose His church to be true, faithful stewards of the grace of
Christ.5MR 329.1
The sin of these last days is upon the professed people of God. Through
selfishness, love of pleasure, and love of dress, they deny the Christ that
their church membership says that they follow. I thank God that Jesus
Christ knows every impulse in the heart of the believer. Many profess to
be children of God, who do not follow Christ. Their frivolity, their cheap
conversation, their want of high - toned piety, their low aims, mislead
others, who would pursue a different course were it not for the example
of these deceptive characters, who do not love Christ or do His will, but
simply follow their own imaginations.5MR 329.2
Jesus is acquainted with every heart that is humble, meek, and lowly.
These have trials, and make mistakes, but they are brokenhearted
because they grieve the Saviour, who loved them and died for them.
They come humbly to His feet; they fight His battles. In meekness and
lowliness of heart, they seek to do good to others. They seek to advance
the cause of truth in good and earnest endeavor.5MR 330.1

Another thing I want to tell you that I know from the light as given me: it
has been a great mistake that men go out, knowing they are children of
God, like Brother Tay, [who] went to Pitcairn as a missionary to do work,
[but] that man did not feel at liberty to baptize because he had not been
ordained. That is not any of God's arrangements; it is man's fixing. When
men go out with the burden of the work and to bring souls into the truth,
those men are ordained of God, [even] if [they] never have a touch of
ceremony of ordination. To say [they] shall not baptize when there is
nobody else, [is wrong]. If there is a minister in reach, all right, then they
should seek for the ordained minister to do the baptizing, but when the



Lord works with a man to bring out a soul here and there, and they know
not when the opportunity will come that these precious souls can be
baptized, why he should not question about the matter, he should
baptize these souls.Ms75-1896.4
This is the very work [described in the Scriptures], as I have been writing
on the life of Christ in regard to these [believers] being scattered, how
because of the persecution they went everywhere preaching the Word of
God; they were preaching the gospel everywhere, and as souls were
raised up they were baptized. Philip was not an ordained minister, but
when the eunuch began to inquire about this matter, Philip opened to
him the Word, and then what? He says, "What doth hinder my being
baptized?" [Acts 8:36.] Sure enough, what did hinder? It was not
considered that anything hindered, and Philip went down and baptized
him.Ms75-1896.5

Christ has made baptism the sign of entrance to His spiritual kingdom.
He has made this a positive condition with which all must comply who
wish to be acknowledged as under the authority of the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit. Before man can find a home in the church, before
passing the threshold of God's spiritual kingdom, he is to receive the
impress of the divine name, " The Lord Our Righteousness ." Jeremiah
23:6.CCh 295.2
Baptism is a most solemn renunciation of the world. Those who are
baptized in the threefold name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, at the very entrance of their Christian life declare publicly that they
have forsaken the service of Satan and have become members of the
royal family, children of the heavenly King. They have obeyed the
command: "Come out from among them, and be ye separate, ... and
touch not the unclean thing." And to them is fulfilled the promise: "I will
receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be My sons and
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty." 2 Corinthians 6:17, 18.CCh 295.3
The vows which we take upon ourselves in baptism embrace much. In
the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit we are buried in the
likeness of Christ's death and raised in the likeness of His resurrection,
and we are to live a new life. Our life is to be bound up with the life of
Christ. Henceforth the believer is to bear in mind that he is dedicated to
God, to Christ, and to the Holy Spirit. He is to make all worldly
considerations secondary to this new relation. Publicly he has declared
that he will no longer live in pride and self - indulgence. He is no longer
to live a careless, indifferent life. He has made a covenant with God. He
has died to the world. He is to live to the Lord, to use for Him all his
entrusted capabilities, never losing the realization that he bears God's
signature, that he is a subject of Christ's kingdom, a partaker of the



divine nature. He is to surrender to God all that he is and all that he has,
employing all his gifts to His name's glory.

The preparation for baptism is a matter that needs to be carefully
considered. The new converts to the truth should be faithfully instructed
in the plain "Thus saith the Lord." The Word of the Lord is to be read and
explained to them point by point.Ev 308.1
All who enter upon the new life should understand, prior to their baptism,
that the Lord requires the undivided affections.... The practicing of the
truth is essential. The bearing of fruit testifies to the character of the tree.
A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit. The line of demarcation will be
plain and distinct between those who love God and keep His
commandments and those who love Him not and disregard His precepts.
There is need of a thorough conversion to the truth. - Manuscript 56,
1900
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